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STRANGE PHENOMENA

To the Editorof the PortlandGuardian

Sir - While strolling

a littleway beyondthe pre-
cinctsof the townon

Saturday eveninglast, my at-
tentionwas attractedby the singularappearance of
a FAINTLIGHT, whichwas moving before me at a
distanceof a few hundredyards, apparently

in a
northerlydirection, and in an UNDULATING course.

I couldnot
ascertain

of a
certainty

what
direction

it
was taking,owingto its zig-zagmovements; some-
timesif appeared FLOUNDERING,

as it were,in a
westerly direction

; when
suddenly,

and for a short

time,it wouldremain
STATIONARY;

then it would
take an easterlydirection, tendingrather towards
Melbourne. Owing to its faint, imperfect, and

flickering light, togetherwithitsanythingbutSTRAIGHT-FORWARD

course,I was unableto take any
further observations.One remarkable circumstance
connected

with the
appearance

of this lightwas, its
being

accompanied
by an

EXTRAORDINARY

sound re-
sembling

the
rustling

of
paper.

I mustnotomitto
mention also,thatits head,or

nebula,
was of a thin

transparentnature; so muchso, thatI couldsee,
throughit, objectson the OTHERSIDE.Its tail,or
rather tails,

forit hadFIVE,wereof tilesamethin-
vapour-like appearance,

with the exceptionof one,
that assumeda red and

fiery-like aspect

An
explanation

of this strange phenomena,

or its
cause,will much obligeyour friend,

FIGARO

P.
S.-Perhaps,

Sir,youwillbe ablealsoto in-
formme if, and in whatmanner,the MERCURYwas
affected

by,the
appearance

of this
extraordinary

light;
I should OPINEit had fallen.


